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Many women feel understandably shocked and upset
when told they have cervical cancer. These are natural
responses. A diagnosis of cervical cancer affects each

woman differently, but for most it will be a difficult time.

Cervical cancer is the 13th most common cancer affecting
Australian women. About 780 women are diagnosed with the
disease every year.

You may find it helpful to talk about your treatment options with your
doctors, family and friends. Ask questions and find out as much
information as you feel you need.

How is cervical cancer treated?

You may have a number of different health care professionals
involved in your treatment and care.

The type of treatment you have will depend on the location of

the cancer, whether or not the cancer has spread or is at risk of
spreading, your age and general health. Ask your doctor to explain
what side effects to expect and how best to manage these.

Surgery - is the most common treatment for women who have
small tumours found only within the cervix. The type of surgery will
depend on the extent of the cancer. The cancer and surrounding
tissue are removed to make sure no part of the cancer is left behind.
This could involve a hysterectomy, where the uterus and cervix are
removed, or a trachelectomy, where only the cervix is removed.

This is usually done in young women with early stage cancer
because it preserves a woman'’s ability to become pregnant.

Your surgeon may remove lymph nodes in your abdominal or
pelvic area to see if the cancer has spread beyond the cervix.

If cancer is found in the lymph nodes, you may need more treatment.

Lymphoedema

If some of your lymph nodes are taken out, your legs may swell
because your lymphatic system is not working properly. This

is called lymphoedema. A doctor, nurse or physiotherapist will
show you how to move your legs to prevent blood clots and
help drain any lymph fluid.

Radiotherapy - uses x-rays to kill cancer cells or injure them so
they cannot multiply. Radiotherapy is usually given if you are not well
enough for a major operation or if the cancer has spread into the
tissues or lymph nodes surrounding the cervix. It may also be used
after surgery or in combination with chemotherapy.

Chemotherapy - uses drugs to kill or slow the growth of cancer
cells. It is usually given through a vein (intravenously). You may
need to stay overnight in hospital or you may be treated as a
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day patient. The number of chemotherapy sessions you have
will depend on the type of cervical cancer and what other
treatment you are undergoing. If your only treatment is
chemotherapy, you will probably have it up to six times,

every 3—4 weeks over several months.

Side effects vary from person to person. They may include tiredness,
bladder problems, bowel problems, menopause and infertility.

What about my physical and
emotional wellbeing?

Eating nutritious food and exercising regularly, if you can, even if it's
gentle or for a short time, can help to improve circulation, reduce
tiredness and improve your mood.

Don’t be afraid to ask for professional and emotional support.
Consider joining a cancer support group.
Try to ignore unwanted advice and ‘horror stories’.

Live day-to-day and remember that every day is likely to
be different.

Complementary therapies, such as herbal medicine, acupuncture,
massage, relaxation and meditation, can work alongside medical
treatments and some have been shown to improve quality of life
or reduce pain. There is no evidence that these therapies can cure
or prevent cancer. It is important to remember that some of these
therapies have not been tested for side effects, may be expensive
and may work against other medical treatments. Let your doctor
know about all complementary therapies you are thinking of using.

Remember, if you have any concerns or questions, contact your
doctor. Make sure you have a qualified professional interpreter if you
don’t understand English.

Where can | get reliable information?

Cancer Council Helpline 13 11 20 - Information and support for
you and your family for the cost of a local call anywhere in Australia.
www.cancercouncil.com.au

Translating and Interpreting Service (TIS) 13 14 50
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