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Ensuring all students have a 

SunSmart hat. 
Use this document to help you set up systems to ensure all students have access to a 

SunSmart hat when they need one. That covers students:  

• owning a SunSmart hat and;  

• having a SunSmart hat available to wear when they need it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Helping every student own a SunSmart hat 
To achieve 100% SunSmart hat wearing, schools firstly need to ensure every student owns a 

SunSmart hat. This resource contains ideas to help every student own a SunSmart hat if 

they’ve previously been able to wear an alternative hat (e.g. a baseball cap) or no hat at all1.  

If your school would like to change the uniform, the NSW Department of Education 

recommends that a formal consultation process is conducted. For schools rolling out a 

change in uniform, the Department also recommends giving parents/carers sufficient time to 

purchase the new uniform items. Refer to the NSW Department of Education Uniform Policy 

and A guide to updating school uniform requirements to support SunSmart hat use 
resource. 

Schools may need to think about strategies to assist families who need financial assistance 

to purchase a new hat. Some ideas and strategies include: 

• Advise parents how they can access financial support. 

• Organise for the uniform shop to sell SunSmart school hats at a reduced price, or at 

cost price. This will depend on who runs your uniform shop and you may need to 

conduct some education and negotiation with the uniform shop to achieve this. 

• Ask the Parents and Citizens’ Committee to fund purchasing SunSmart hats for all 

students; or all students who don’t have one; or each new Kindergarten intake, year 

on year. You may use some of the other resources listed in the Action Plan 

                                                        
1 Your school may decide to allow students participating in sport to wear a baseball cap. See the text box in resource 14, Updating 

school uniform requirements to support SunSmart hat use, for more information. 

If your school’s key challenge in achieving 100% SunSmart hat wearing is related to 

removing baseball caps from the school environment or making sure students wear the 

SunSmart hat they have other resources listed in the SunSmart Action Plan Template will 

be more helpful than this one. This resource specifically contains ideas to help ensure all 

students own a SunSmart hat and have one available to wear when they need it. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/school-uniform-policy
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Template to help educate and persuade the Committee, such as the presentation 

aimed at parents/carers. 

• Source funding to purchase SunSmart hats elsewhere. For example, local 

businesses may be interested in funding this specific initiative. Again, you may 

choose to use some of the other resources to help educate and persuade other 

funding organisations. 

• Set up a second hand clothing pool which includes SunSmart hats. 

 

Making sure every student always has a SunSmart hat available 
You can assist students who may forget or mislay their SunSmart hat to always have a hat 

available by setting up a system for them to borrow spare hats that are provided by the 

school. When you set up the spare hat borrowing system you may want to consider the 

following: 

• How will students access and ‘sign out’ the spare hats? 

• Who will administer the system? E.g. office staff, duty teacher, senior student roster 

• What will be the system for returning hats? 

• How will lost hats be dealt with? 

• What criteria will you use to identify frequent borrowers and how will you assist them, 

to ensure that they own a hat and remember to bring it to school? 

For the SunSmart hat borrowing system to be effective, it will be best to minimise the 

potential administration time required and the cost. The clearer the system for borrowing and 

tracking hats, the better. Label the spare hats to help with tracking any that are mislaid. You 

may want to consider whether the spare hats are the same as the standard SunSmart school 

hat, or choose to have a different hat for students to borrow for ease of identification. Beware 

that ‘different’ hats will lose the advantages of identity and belonging gained by having 100% 

of students all wearing the same hat. 

 

What about head lice? 
Head lice need warmth and blood to stay alive. They do not live for long on clothing or 

personal items. Therefore, having hats borrowed by different students from one day to the 

next doesn’t present a health risk from head lice. For more information refer to the NSW 

Department of Education website. 

 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/student-wellbeing/health-and-physical-care/health-care-procedures/conditions/head-lice

