
Your guide to leaving a gift in your will

leave hope for a 
cancer-free future

 o t hose you love,
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“It is such a rewarding 
feeling to be able to  

heLp ot hers.
I encourage everyone  
to do so if they can.”

Judy, who has 
kindly included 
a gift to Cancer 
Council NSW  
in her will.  
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“Your bequest is 
much more than a 
gift. It is hope for 
the future.”

Jeff Mitchell

CEO,  
Cancer Council NSW

Your gift of hoPe to  
future generations
Your decisions about what happens to your worldly goods are yours 
and yours alone.

But I humbly ask, when you next sit down to write or change your will, 
will you please take a moment to consider all the people you love who 
have been affected by cancer, either directly or indirectly. 

Gifts in wills play a vital role in the successes that Cancer Council NSW 
has been able to achieve in reducing cancer deaths and supporting 
people with cancer. 

Much more than a gift, they are vital for Cancer Council NSW’s work 
across the whole cancer journey, from world-class research, to 
information, support and prevention programs.

A gift in your will is a gift of hope to future generations.

Thank you.

Jeff Mitchell

Our promise to you

When you choose to include a gift in your will  
to Cancer Council NSW:

1.  Your privacy and wishes will always be respected. 

2.  We understand that your family and the people you love will 
come first.

3.  You have the right to choose how your gift will be used.

4.  Your gift will be used carefully and cost-effectively. 

5.  You and your gift will always be treated with sensitivity and 
respect.

6.  You do not need to tell us you have included a gift to Cancer 
Council NSW in your will. But we’d love to know so that we can 
talk with you about any wishes you may have and acknowledge 
you for your generosity.

7.  We will thank you and remember you for your enduring support. 

Leaving a gift for those I loveCancer Council NSW
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William was only nine months old when he was 
diagnosed with leukaemia. 

“When the doctors told me William had leukaemia, I was completely knocked 
for six. The whole room started spinning and I thought I was going to be sick,” 
his mum, Megan, told us.

“Before he got sick, William was ahead of his milestones.”  

“He was nearly walking – cruising around the furniture. But in hospital, he felt so 
sick he didn’t want to move, and his progress stopped.” 

“When he did take his first steps, he was in hospital – so it’s a painful memory 
for me, rather than a happy one.”

But William received world-class treatment and has turned three. Megan says 
William is doing well – and she’s grateful.

“We’re coming up to six months post treatment, and life has been blissfully 
normal! William started going to day care last week for the first time.”

“I know there are no guarantees. But I have hope that the treatment will go to plan 
and that one day I can tell him what an incredibly strong child he is. I hope the 
story of what he went through empowers him to do amazing things in his life.”

Why include a gift in your will?more 
t han a 
gif T…

William’s story

Gifts in wills 
provide support 
to families like WiLLiam’s

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love
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Research by  
Associate Professor 
Phoebe Phillips 
and her team offers 
hope for new a new 
treatment for one 
of the most deadly 
types of cancer.

Associate Professor  
Claire Wakefield 
wants to reduce  
the long term 
impact of cancer  
on children who 
have survived.

 You’lL help find  
new treatments
Pancreatic cancer is a devastating disease 
currently killing around seven Australians  
every day.

Pancreatic cancer is extremely difficult to treat as it is particularly 
resistant to chemotherapy.

Each year, about 2,600 Australians are diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer but, sadly, only 8% will survive for five years or longer.

This aggressive disease is often discovered quite late, but even in its 
early stages it can quickly spread through the body. Pancreatic cancer 
spreads with the help of scar tissue produced by a special type of 
healthy cell surrounding the tumour. 

A team of researchers at UNSW, led by Associate Professor Phoebe 
Phillips, have discovered that these ‘helper’ cells carry two specific 
proteins which could provide a key to stopping the spread of scar 
tissue.

Associate Professor Phillips’ team is now looking at a new way to target 
the helper cells. They have developed cutting-edge drugs and invented 
a nanoparticle-based system to deliver them. 

Their work lays the foundations for a new, life-saving pancreatic cancer 
treatment.

 You’lL help children  
with life after cancer
You might think that after surviving childhood 
cancer, a young person’s worries would be over.

But research has found that childhood 
treatment can be followed by a host of other 
problems.

While more than 20,000 young Australians have now survived cancer, 
research by Associate Professor Claire Wakefield has found that 8 in 10 
over time develop what’s known as a ‘late effect’.

These side effects can appear many years after treatment, and may be 
physical or mental.

“Many young people tell us that it’s hard to just return ‘back to normal’ 
after cancer,” says Associate Professor Wakefield.

“Many aspects of their lives may have changed (for example, physical 
and mental health, relationships with family and friends) and worrying 
about the future and cancer recurrence can be really stressful.”

Associate Professor Wakefield aims to help young adults with some 
of the stresses they face, prevent chronic physical and mental health 
problems and improve their quality of life.

Associate Professor Claire Wakefield was the recipient of the Harry 
McPaul Program Grant. Harry McPaul, who included a gift to Cancer 
Council NSW in his will left powerful legacy of support for our youngest 
cancer patients.

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love
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You’ll give pracTicaL heLp 
to people with cancer
Every day I see first hand how a gift you leave 
in your will makes a difference to people 
affected by cancer. 

These gifts help us answer questions from people in a state of shock 
after being newly diagnosed or hitting a particularly rough spot in their 
treatment. Family members also ring for support.

Some people need help sorting out financial problems and paying 
bills. Others need accommodation or help with travel to get to 
appointments. 

Gifts in wills give us the daily privilege of providing practical help to 
people affected by cancer in NSW.

If you or someone you know needs support, I encourage you to call 
Cancer Council 13 11 20 Information and Support. 

Thank you.

Annie Miller

“We’re here to 
listen. We’re here 
to help.”

Annie Miller

Director, Cancer 
Support Services 
Cancer Council NSW

more 
t han a 
gif T…

In recent decades, the survival rates for many cancers 
have improved significantly. However, each year the 
number of new cases continues to rise.

Thanks to people like you, Cancer Council NSW is now 
investing more than $15 million into cancer research 
each year.

Almost 30% of the funding for these achievements 
comes from gifts in wills made by generous, farsighted 
people like you who believe, as we do, in a cancer-free 
future.

Please consider joining them. You’ll help 
bring a cancer-free future closer.

Gifts in wills 
help do the 
research that 
may save the 
lives of people 
you Love

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love



1312

“Cancer Council NSW was my first port of call when  
I was told the terrible news.”

“All the way through my diagnosis and treatment, I was reassured by the support 
and information I got from Cancer Council for me and my family,” says Ann.

“I used the counselling service when I started to get every side effect known to 
man. To be able to speak to someone and know what was to be expected and 
that it would pass was very important and kept me going.”

“I was considering the future – what was important and what I wanted. That’s 
how I arrived at my decision to leave a bequest. It’s not the largest bequest 
Cancer Council NSW will ever get but it is the biggest one I can give them.”

“It doesn’t detract from what the children will get and I feel in my heart that it will 
be doing a lot of good. I recommend it to everyone – it gives you a warm feeling 
inside, too, to know your money is going somewhere good.”

“My hope is for 
a future where 
my children and 
grandchildren 
can live without 
cancer.” 

Ann

Ann’s story

“It gives you a 
warm FeeLing 
in your heart.  ”

Ann

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love
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“I am leaving money to Cancer Council NSW when 
I die. I’m no scientist, but I know cancer does 
terrible things to people, and this is something I can 
contribute.”

When Malcolm updated his will to include a gift to Cancer Council NSW, he 
was thinking of his children and grandchildren.

“We have a joke about the small portion of inheritance they’re losing, but it’s 
really a gift to them,” Malcolm said. He saw it as a gift that might protect the 
people he loves most.

Now, Malcolm’s gift means so much more to him, following his own cancer 
diagnosis of two carcinoid tumours in 2007. 

More recently, Malcolm’s wife of 50 years, Robin, has also faced her battle after 
being diagnosed with breast cancer in 2012.

Malcolm hopes that by leaving a gift to Cancer Council NSW in his will, his 
children and grandchildren will be protected for the future.

“I know every little 
bit helps to take 
us a step closer 
to a cancer-free 
world.”

Malcolm

Malcolm’s story

“It’s really 
a gift to my 
chiLdren.”

Malcolm

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love
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Including a gift to Cancer Council NSW in her will 
was not a difficult decision for Doreen. 

Three generations of her family have been impacted 
by different types of cancer.

After her husband James survived bladder cancer in the early 2000s, Doreen 
felt that every day he had after the surgery was a reminder of a good life made 
possible by supporters like you. 

That’s why she feels so strongly about supporting cancer research.

Then Doreen’s son was diagnosed with a different type of bladder cancer. Only 
50, he survived just three years, all the while taking care of his son Nicholas, 
who had Ewing’s Sarcoma, a type of cancer of the bones.

Nicholas survived and is now a healthy young man in his 20s.

Doreen’s belief is that the hard work of researchers will save more lives like that 
of her beloved grandson Nicholas.

“Without cancer 
research my 
husband would 
not have been 
here to see his 
two lovely great 
grandsons.”

Doreen

Doreen’s story

“I want to save 
more Lives like 
my grandson’s.”

Doreen

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love
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community service 
organisations are 

participating in Tackling 
Tobacco and helping their 

clients to quit smoking.

are protected from the harmful 
effects of the sun while at school 

and childcare services thanks 
to our SunSmart Program. 

12,300
parents participated in our
Eat It To Beat It program, 

helping protect their 
children from cancer 

by getting them 
to eat more

fruit and veg.

157

700,000
NSW children

More than

Our Transport to Treatment drivers 
made 7,613 trips, covering more 

than 700,000km across NSW 
to help cancer patients and 

their carers get to treatment. 

11,900+
people called

Cancer Council 
13 11 20 for 

Information
and Support 

This service offers cancer 
patients, carers, families 

and the community the 
support of speaking to a 

specialist cancer 
professional, to find out 
more about cancer and 

available support services. 

2,200+ people have 

received a total of $508,000 
through our Financial Assistance 
Program to help with household 
expenses and the cost of 
getting to treatment.

228,000+ 
Understanding 
Cancer resources 
were distributed 
enabling people 
affected by cancer to 
access reliable and 
easy-to-understand 
cancer information.

7,613

Cancer Council 
NSW is 96% 
community 
funded by 

generouS  
 donors

Working towards a  cancer-Free future
As recently as the 1960s, childhood leukaemia was  
a death sentence.

Now, about 90% of children with leukaemia will survive for five years or longer. 
That’s the kind of advance that occurs when people like you together choose to 
support research into cancer and the care and treatment of cancer patients.

I invite you to think about your life and the people you love. A gift in your will to 
help beat cancer continues the love and generosity you have shown in your 
lifetime even after you have gone. It’s a wonderful thing to be remembered for.

In the 2015/16 financial year  
Cancer Council NSW donors helped to fund…

that all contribute  
to knowledge  
about cancer.301  

researchers
in

16  
institutions

to do

75  
projects

reseaRch 
highlightS

Our research has informed major changes to Australia’s 
National Cervical Screening Program, bringing an integrated 
approach to cervical screening and HPV vaccination.

Our findings around Aboriginal 
breast cancer outcomes will 
guide future policymaking to 
help close the gap between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
cancer outcomes.

Our research is determining 
whether vitamin D  
supplementation in  
men with prostate  
cancer can  
prevent disease  
progression.

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love
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typeS  of gifts you 
can leave  
in your will

Do I have to be wealthy?

Anyone can leave a gift in their will. Of course you should provide for any 
dependants first, and for family.

But please know that every cent helps with research, preventing cancer and 
supporting cancer patients and their families.

What types of gifts can you leave in your will?

There are several different ways to leave a gift in your will.

A residual gift – A residual bequest is a simple way to leave a gift that 
needn’t interfere with any other specific bequests left to loved ones. This 
type of bequest retains its value over time (unlike a specific cash gift, that 
can reduce in value with inflation). By leaving a residual gift to Cancer 
Council NSW you are instructing your Executor that, once your debts are 
paid and specific gifts are distributed to loved ones named in your will, the 
remainder (or a proportion of the remainder) of your estate will be gifted to 
Cancer Council NSW.

A fixed specific gift – A gift in the form of other property such as real 
estate, shares, vehicles or items of jewellery.

Whole or part of your estate – You can leave your entire estate or any part 
of your estate to Cancer Council NSW.

A fixed sum of money – Also known as a pecuniary bequest, in the form 
of a specific cash amount. Your solicitor can advise you of ways to ensure 
the gift retains its relative value (for example, by increasing the amount by 
reference to CPI).

Your ques tions answered

Q

Q

The remainder of your estate

A percentage of your estate

A fixed cash amount

A fixed asset, such as shares 
or motor vehicle

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love
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However, there are certain requirements for a will to be valid and using a 
solicitor will make sure you get it right. 

Solicitors charge different amounts to draft wills. Don’t be shy – shop 
around to make sure you get the best deal. 

Is there a simple way to change an existing will?

If you already have a will, the most cost-effective way to include a bequest 
to Cancer Council NSW is by adding a codicil – a short legal amendment to 
your will. 

Check with your solicitor if a codicil is appropriate for the updates you wish 
to make. Adding a codicil could be done via a simple email exchange with 
your solicitor and then popping into their office to sign the amendment.

Can I get a free will?

If you are on a full Centrelink Age pension, you may like to consider the NSW 
Trustee & Guardian (Formally Public Trustee), who will draft a will for you free 
of charge. Fees apply for non-pensioners.

Please visit www.tag.nsw.gov.au for more information.

Would you like a confidential chat?

If you have a specific request or you would like to know more about gifts 
in wills or other aspects of Cancer Council NSW’s work, please call the 
Bequest Team on 02 9334 1479.

Q

Q

Q

Why would I allocate my gift to ‘general purposes’ rather than 
something specific like research?

It’s entirely up to you whether you want to specify how your gift is used, 
or whether to simply trust that Cancer Council NSW will put it to the best 
possible use at the time.

Most of our supporters choose to include a gift for ‘general purposes’.

The work of Cancer Council NSW is vast and varied and changes over time 
as community needs change and new research breakthroughs occur.

Therefore, the more flexibility we have to direct your gifts in the best way 
possible, the better equipped we are to create a cancer-free future. 

Some people do choose to direct their gift to a particular type of cancer or 
other area of personal interest, perhaps because of their own experience 
with cancer or in tribute to a loved one lost to cancer. These gifts are more 
than welcomed, and we would be delighted to honour your wishes. 

If you have a specific purpose in mind, please feel free to call us on 
02 9334 1417 for a confidential chat so we can be sure that your intentions 
are fully addressed when the time finally comes.

Do I need a solicitor?

If you’re thinking of making or changing your will, you’re making an 
important decision about your values and priorities. We strongly suggest 
you talk to an expert.

A solicitor can help you draft a will. 

Some people draft their own wills using kits online or bought from a 
newsagency or post office.

Q

Q

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love
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What’s the correct legal wording?

The correct legal wording to include a gift to Cancer Council NSW in your will is 
below. Select the wording that best reflects the kind of gift you wish to give.

‘I [insert client name here] bequeath to The Cancer Council NSW 
ABN 51 116 463 846 for its general purposes [or you can name a specific 
purpose, such as research, patient and support care services, cancer prevention 
programs]

[Choose and insert the appropriate statement from the list below]

1. the whole of my estate

2. [insert number] percent of my estate

3. the residue of my estate

4. the amount of $ [insert the value of your gift in cash]

5.  My [insert name of asset] free of all duties, and the receipt 
of the Secretary or other authorised officer for the time 
being shall be a complete and sufficient discharge for the 
Executor(s).’

If you have any questions about the correct wording for a will, please contact 
the Bequest Team.

For more information on how Cancer Council NSW uses bequests  
and donations to create a cancer-free future, or to find more information on 
making or updating your will to include a gift to Cancer Council NSW,  
visit www.cancercouncil.com.au/bequests

t hank 
  you

1.  Please ensure the correct wording is used and include our full name:  
The Cancer Council NSW ABN 51 116 463 846. For full wording, please 
see page 25.

2.  Cancer Council NSW welcomes donations to specific areas or cancer 
types, and we will accommodate individual wishes. However, the needs of 
research and support services are vast and varied, and we need to respond 
to changes in knowledge, practice or treatments. While we are committed 
to honouring the wishes of your client first and foremost, the more flexibility 
there is to invest a gift the better.

 If you need to discuss a specific request, please contact us.

3.  If your client would like to establish a legacy in recognition or memory of a 
loved one, we would encourage you to contact us to discuss the opportunity 
of titled research awards or scholarships.

4.  Cancer Council NSW believes that family comes first. We would encourage 
you to recommend that your client not forget or neglect their family members.

5.  Please encourage your client to contact us so we can acknowledge their 
bequest by inviting them to join the Daffodil Circle (see page 26). Please also 
pass on Cancer Council NSW’s sincere thanks for choosing to support our 
work in this way. Gifts in wills are a significant source of funding for the work 
of Cancer Council NSW.

Information for solicitorS
Information for the solicitors of people who  
wish to include a gift to Cancer Council NSW  
in their wills.

When you see 
your solicitor 
about making 
or amending 
your will, you 
might find it 
useful to give 
them this 
information.

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love
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“I’d like to invite 
you to join a very 
special group 
called the Daffodil 
Circle”

John Wood

Actor and  
Ambassador for  
Cancer Council NSW

MesSage from John Wood
I can still remember the dreadful chill that 
spread over me when my wife, Leslie, came 
and said, ‘It’s cancer’. A routine mammogram 
found an irregularity.

At first, we weren’t too worried. She’d had unusual lumps before. Then 
we got the result of the biopsy – an 18mm tumour in a milk duct, quite 
advanced.

I felt like I’d been shot. 

Within a week Leslie was in hospital having the lump removed. 

It was utterly chilling, and it changed the way I see the world.

Thankfully, Leslie is fine at the moment, but I’m sure you’ll understand 
from this story why I am especially honoured to be an Ambassador 
for Cancer Council NSW. And why I’d like to invite you to join a very 
special group called the Daffodil Circle. It’s a group of people who have 
generously decided to help beat cancer by including a gift to Cancer 
Council NSW in their will. It will make a difference. 

Whatever you decide to do, please make sure you have a will and that 
you provide for those you love.

Thank you.

John Wood

You’ll be welcomed  
into the Daffodil Circle
If you choose to join others who have decided to 
leave a gift in your will to Cancer Council NSW,  
you will be invited to join the Daffodil Circle.

The Daffodil Circle has been created as a way of showing you – during your 
lifetime – just how much Cancer Council NSW appreciates your generosity.

Members of the Daffodil Circle are very special people.

As a member of the Daffodil Circle you will be invited to special functions where 
you can meet and socialise with Cancer Council NSW Ambassadors and patrons 
as well as others like you who have been generous towards Cancer Council NSW.

You will hear first hand how the research and treatment of cancer is progressing, 
and heart-warming stories from people who have benefited from work of Cancer 
Council NSW.

As a Daffodil Circle member you can get:

•  exclusive invitations to talks and seminars with some of the 
country’s leading experts on cancer.

•  information on how gifts in wills like yours make a difference

•  regular updates on the progress being made.

•  direct access to our Bequest Manager to answer your questions 
along the way.

Whether you choose to receive this information or attend these events – or not – 
is entirely up to you, and your wishes will be respected.

a special     
   group

Cancer Council NSW Leaving a gift for those I love



If you would like more information, please email bequests@nswcc.org.au,  
visit our website www.cancercouncil.com.au/bequests  
or call our Bequest Team on (02) 9334 1479.

“My treatment was no doubt funded by 
others so I have decided to leave a gift 
to Cancer Council NSW to fund further 
research… t hiS iS my way of paying 

back some of what I was given.”

Barbara, who included a gift to Cancer Council NSW 
in her will after participating in a successful clinical trial 
to treat her secondary cancers.

CAN 25020


