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future  



Our Purpose

 

Our Values 
Our values influence the work that we do, and the way we work  
with our colleagues and with our community. 

Innovation 
Seek and embrace the best 

Responsibility 
Be accountable for our results and resources 

Courage 
Speak out and step up 

Collaboration  
Work together to achieve our goals

We are Australia’s leading 
cancer charity, uniting the 
community, providing 
support, investing in 
research and saving lives. 



We believe in a cancer-free  
future. There are things that  
we can all do every day to help 
make this happen. 
Every year in NSW alone, more than 46,000 
new cases of cancer are expected to be 
diagnosed, and the impact on families, 
carers and communities is significant. 

Together with our volunteers, supporters, 
stakeholders and staff, we are committed to 
reducing the impact of cancer on individuals 
and the community, and to lessening the 
burden for people affected by cancer. 
We are the only organisation that works 
across every area of every cancer: 

• conducting and funding world-class 
research that underpins our work in 
preventing cancer

• supporting people as they navigate 
the cancer journey

• advocating to ensure that governments 
take action on cancer. 

We are there not only for those touched by 
cancer today, but to prevent and manage 
cancer into the future.

We are a member of Cancer Council Australia, 
together with Cancer Councils from every 
state and territory across Australia. Cancer 
Council NSW is an independent charity and 
96% community funded. Our unique 
combination of local program delivery, 
community engagement and national influence 
enables everyone who cares about cancer 
to make the biggest possible difference.



 
 

We are Australia’s leading 
cancer charity, uniting the 
community, providing 
support, investing in 
research and saving lives.



 
Research
To conduct and fund  
world-class research that 
reduces the impact of cancer

 

Fundraising
To enable the community to raise 
money to help beat cancer

Our 
Priorities



 

Prevention
To reduce cancer in the NSW 
community by encouraging 
people to lead healthy, 
cancer-smart lifestyles

 

Advocacy
To ensure that governments 
take action to reduce cancer 
risk and improve access to 
care and treatment

 

Information  
and support
To empower and support people 
affected by cancer, so that no 
one need face cancer alone



 
Research
To conduct and fund 
world-class research 
that reduces the  
impact of cancer

Why this focus?

Research is fundamental to  
unlocking the answers that will  
help us to beat cancer. 

As an evidence-based organisation, 
our research improves the collective 
knowledge about cancer, and helps 
us prioritise the areas where we can 
have the greatest impact. Research 
underpins Cancer Council’s 
prevention, information and support,  
and advocacy programs. 

What we do

• We conduct and fund research 
which is of value to the 
cancer community.

• We provide expert and impartial 
evidence which identifies policy 
and clinical solutions to reduce  
the impact of cancer.

• We work with and recruit 
international science leaders  
to advise us in the transparent 
allocation and rigorous monitoring 
of our research investment.

Research impact
Our research investment will  
achieve both local and global  
influence, enhancing outcomes  
across the entire cancer journey:  
from prevention through to 

treatment and living well after  
cancer. Our research will reduce  
the impact of cancer for people  
now, and for future generations.



 

Prevention
To reduce cancer in  
the NSW community  
by encouraging people  
to lead healthy,  
cancer-smart lifestyles

Why this focus?

Preventing cancer is one of the most 
effective ways of beating cancer. 
More than a third of cancers are 
related to smoking, overexposure to 
the sun, being overweight and obese, 
poor nutrition, alcohol consumption 
and lack of physical activity. 

We can prevent cancer by helping 
people make healthier choices every 
day, and by creating environments 
that promote cancer-smart behaviours 
and reduce exposure to known  
cancer risks.

What we do

• We enable people to make  
cancer-smart lifestyle choices  
about smoking, sun exposure,  
body weight, nutrition, alcohol 
consumption and physical activity  
to reduce their own risk of cancer.

• We focus on those groups in the 
community where we can have  
the greatest impact. 

• We focus on those risk factors 
where individual choice and 
community action can make a 
difference, and on the preventable  
cancers that have the greatest 
burden on the NSW community. 

• We deliver programs and 
interventions in settings such as 
schools, workplaces, community  
and social services, and work in 
partnership with local councils,  
health services and community 
organisations to change policies  
and practices to promote  
cancer-smart environments.

• We identify legislative and regulatory 
changes needed to promote 
healthy, cancer-smart environments.

Prevention impact
With people increasingly making 
healthy, cancer-smart lifestyle  
choices, fewer will be diagnosed  
with preventable cancers. Our 
community will be informed 

and empowered to reduce cancer  
risk, and will live, work and play  
in environments that protect from 
known cancer risks.



 

Information and Support
To empower and 
support people  
affected by cancer,  
so that no one need 
face cancer alone

Why this focus?

Cancer can affect every area of 
people’s lives. People may want 
more information about cancer, or 
have questions regarding diagnosis,  
management or treatment options. 
They may need emotional support 
while undergoing treatment, 
making decisions or coming to 
terms with their circumstances. 
They may need assistance with  
the practical day-to-day issues  
that can arise following a diagnosis  
and during treatment, which  
impact other areas of their life.  
As cancer treatments improve,  
an ever-increasing number of 
people are living longer after a 
cancer diagnosis and adjusting  
to life after cancer.

Information and  
Support impact
We will assist people as they  
navigate the cancer journey,  
easing their emotional and

practical burdens and helping  
them make informed decisions.

What we do

• We provide up-to-date,  
evidence-based information for 
people who have questions about 
any aspect of cancer, including 
diagnosis, treatment and where 
to turn for help.

• We deliver support services to 
help lessen the burden of cancer, 
which assist with the practical 
day-to-day issues that often 
accompany a cancer diagnosis, 
such as financial or work 
concerns, legal needs or 
attending treatment.

• We provide emotional support  
for people affected by cancer,  
offering opportunities to talk to 
cancer professionals or connect 
with people who have had 
similar experiences.

• We find innovative ways for  
people to easily access relevant 
information and support. 



 

Advocacy
To ensure that 
governments take  
action to reduce cancer 
risk and improve access 
to care and treatment

Why this focus?

We know that, at times, government 
policies don’t reflect what available 
evidence tells us about cancer 
prevention and access to care and 
treatment. Our independence 
enables us to focus on initiatives for 
which there is strong evidence and 
where community action can make  
a difference. Mobilising the power  
of the community is an effective  
way to influence government action. 
Supporting the community to 
advocate for change can result in 
significant improvements in legislation,  
public policy and funding to reduce 
cancer risk and improve cancer care.

Advocacy impact
Our work with the community  
will ensure that there is increased 
funding for care and treatment;  
that new legislation is introduced

that protects people from known 
cancer risks; and that services are 
provided that ease the burden for 
cancer patients and their carers.

What we do

• We bring together evidence and  
the expectations of the community,  
to convince local, state and federal 
governments to make changes to 
legislation, policies and funding that 
will reduce cancer risk and improve 
care and treatment for patients. 

• We grow our movement through 
networks of community advocates  
with the passion and power to  
change the way governments 
deal with cancer. 

• We particularly focus on limiting the 
availability of tobacco; reducing the 
financial burden on cancer patients; 
improving cancer outcomes for 
Aboriginal people; improving timely 
access to services; and addressing 
food industry practices that 
contribute to obesity. 



 

Fundraising
To enable the 
community to raise 
money to help  
beat cancer

Why this focus?

Cancer Council NSW is 96% 
community funded and relies on the 
generosity of the community to help  
us beat cancer. The money raised 
enables us to fund vital cancer 
research; prevent cancer by helping 
people make cancer-smart lifestyle 
choices; empower and support 
people affected by cancer; and 
ensure that governments take action 
on issues such as reducing cancer 
risk and accessing treatment and care. 

What we do

• We harness the community’s 
commitment to the cancer cause  
by providing opportunities to make  
a donation, leave a bequest, get 
involved in an event or fundraise 
for Cancer Council. 

• We enable our supporters  
to engage with our cancer  
programs and services, and  
keep them informed about  
our health promotion campaigns  
and our research findings 
and breakthroughs.

• We connect individuals, through  
our events, with a community of 
supporters who are equally as  
committed to beating cancer. 

• We seek out partnerships to  
amplify our impact across our  
vital cancer programs.

Fundraising impact
Increasing our community  
engagement and fundraising effort  
will result in greater investment  
across the cancer journey. In the 
future, we will see more research 
breakthroughs; fewer cases of 

cancer diagnosed; better support for 
people as they navigate the cancer 
journey; and improved legislation,  
patient services and government 
funding. Ultimately, with funding from  
the community we will beat cancer.



Our financial sustainability
Cancer Council NSW will increase 
fundraising revenue, ensure a sound 
investment strategy, leverage opportunities 
and seek out partnerships to reduce costs 
and increase efficiencies. Our solid financial 
position will support our growth. This allows 
us to extend our reach into the community 
and invest in: 

• cancer research

• prevention

• information and support

• advocacy 

Our people
Our staff and volunteers are our greatest 
assets, and we value their commitment,  
their passion and their contribution to the 
cancer cause. Our positive workplace 
culture fosters innovation, recognises 
performance and offers development 
opportunities, ensuring that we attract,  
retain and invest in the best people.

Our reputation
We value the Cancer Council NSW brand 
and are committed to excellence in the 
delivery of our programs, ensuring that  
our work is measurable and impacts the 
community. We recognise that we are 
accountable to the community, and all  
of our activities are carried out openly  
and with transparency. 

Our business systems
We ensure that Cancer Council NSW  
is effective and efficient by reviewing  
and improving business processes and  
investing in systems and technologies. 

Our governance
Cancer Council NSW is committed to 
improving governance and management 
processes, ensuring greater effectiveness 
and increased efficiency.

Our  



Our community
Our vision can only be realised by 
harnessing the support and power of  
our community to drive positive and  
lasting change at the grassroots level. 

Our communication
We value everyone connected to Cancer 
Council NSW and ensure that our staff, 
volunteers, stakeholders, partners, 
researchers, donors, advocates and 
community supporters are kept up to  
date with the latest cancer information 
and our progress.

Our commitment to equity
Cancer Council NSW works to address 
disparities in communities that are 
disproportionately affected by cancer, such 
as those in regional or rural areas, Aboriginal 
people, culturally and linguistically diverse 
populations, and those experiencing 
financial hardship.

Our partnerships
Cancer Council NSW looks for opportunities  
to collaborate with like-minded organisations, 
businesses, government, health professionals, 
researchers, educational institutions and 
individuals to maximise our potential, to share 
knowledge and to increase our impact for 
communities. We will strengthen our 
collaborations with Cancer Council Australia 
and Cancer Councils in states and territories 
across the country to leverage opportunities 
and economies of scale.

Our evaluation and data
As an evidence-based organisation,  
Cancer Council NSW values research and 
evaluation. We are committed to delivering 
the best outcomes for individuals and the 
community, and ensure that all our programs 
and activities are well evaluated, so that we 
can measure our impact and improve our 
effectiveness. Data is crucial to improving 
our work, delivering our programs and 
understanding the needs of the community. 
We respect the privacy of individuals,  
and we are responsible in how we use, 
disclose and store personal information.







153 Dowling Street 
Woolloomooloo NSW 2011 
feedback@nswcc.org.au

 facebook.com/cancercouncilnsw
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