
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The annual Cancer Council Local Government Awards recognise the initiatives of councils in reducing the 
impact of cancer in their community and for working in partnership with Cancer Council. These Awards 
acknowledge and celebrate the role of Local Government in fostering healthy, alive and well communities. 
The 2010 Awards were presented at the Local Government Week Awards evening held on 4th of August 
2010, in Sydney. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sutherland Shire Council was highly commended at the Local Government Partnership Awards 2010 for 
trialling a world-first skin cancer prevention campaign, in partnership with Cancer Council. Launched in 
summer 2009/10, SunSmart Community Spaces involved a range of youth-targeted initiatives including the 
Sun Sound jingle being played on loud speakers at beaches, reminding people to use sun protection. 

 

 

 

What has Council undertaken that contributes towards a healthier, more cancer smart 
community?   

In mid 2009, Sutherland Shire Council, having one of the highest rates of skin cancer in NSW per capita 
joined in a partnership project with Cancer Council for an innovative 12 month skin cancer prevention pilot 
project called SunSmart Community Spaces. The project aimed to improve sun protection levels for young 
people in order to reduce risk of skin cancer later in life.  
 
Sutherland Shire Council showed tremendous commitment to the project, working with the Cancer Council 
to plan and implement a range of skin cancer prevention initiatives for its local community.  
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To encourage young people to use sun protection the council conducted the following initiatives: 
 

 Introduced and implemented a world first sun safety pilot initiative, the Sun Sound campaign, by 
broadcasting the Sun Sound as a sun safety reminder over the PA systems at major beaches, 
outdoor events and outdoor shopping malls, and participated in the Sun Sound state-wide media 
and communications campaign 

 Council installed new PA systems at the beaches to accommodate the broadcasting of the Sun 
Sound 

 Promotion of sun safety messages through council newsletters, communication channels and major 
outdoor community events 

 Promoting sun safety to local sporting clubs 
 Provision of SunSmart shade marquees at community events such as Australia Day, Surfing and 

Skate events 
 Incorporation of sun safety into procedures and documents, including Sport & Rec Service 

Plan/Agreement, Event Applications, Grant Applications, Planning & Commissioning brief and 
Strategic Plan for Open Space and Playgrounds. 

 

 

 

Sutherland Shire Council has demonstrated its commitment to this project by involving numerous staff at all 
levels throughout all stages of the project. Although leadership of the project internally was assigned to the  
Beaches Manager and the PA to the Director of Community and Recreation, access to all areas of Council 
was provided and numerous other staff were made available to assist with the planning, implementation 
and evaluation.  

The SunSmart Community Spaces project has involved a range of Council units and divisions, including: 

 Community & Recreation (including Beach Services, Youth Services, Sport & Recreation, 
Leisure Centres). 

 Marketing & Communications 

 Strategic Planning 

 Parks & Waterways 

 

Council joined in formal partnership with Cancer Council in 2008, thereby showing its commitment to 
reducing the impact of cancer in the community by working together. Council proactively works with 
Cancer Council to improve cancer prevention and cancer support opportunities in the area. It has been an 
active supporter of the community fundraising event, Relay For Life, since inception in 2002. Council has 
also shown support for the Sutherland Community Cancer Network by providing a meeting venue. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
How is the community benefiting from Council’s initiatives detailed above? 

With some of the best beaches in the country that people enjoy year round, it isn’t surprising that 
Sutherland Shire also has one of the highest rates of skin cancer per capita in NSW. That’s why we thought 
it was important to take part in the SunSmart project to help residents and visitors understand the dangers 
they face with skin cancer and the importance of skin protection, particularly in the hot summer months. 

Participation and Partnerships 

Mayor of Sutherland Shire, Councillor Phil Blight says… 
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What does Council gain from its collaboration with Cancer Council? 

Our SunSmart project was a success because of the close collaboration between council and Cancer 
Council which enabled us to implement a number of different skin cancer prevention initiatives that will 
ultimately benefit our community by reducing their susceptibility to skin cancer later in life. Hopefully it will 
be a lesson learnt for a lifetime. 

 

What advice would you give to another Council that is planning to expand its health initiatives to 
address cancer prevention and cancer support? 

Skin cancer prevention is such an important message to convey to the community. It is vital that the 
message gets out any way it can, so I encourage other councils to do what they can to let their 
communities know about the SunSmart messages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sutherland Shire Council  |  Brad Whittaker, Manager Beach Operations 
bwhittaker@ssc.nsw.gov.au, phone 02 9527 9441 
 
Cancer Council  |  Mark Ludbrooke, Regional Programs Coordinator 
markl@nswcc.org.au, phone 02 9334 1857 
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Contacts 

Brad Whittaker (left), Manager - Beaches, 
Sutherland Shire City Council and Cr Lorraine 
Kelly (centre), Mayor, Sutherland Shire City 
Council receiving the Local Government 
Partnership Award. Pictured with Dr Andrew 
Penman AM, CEO Cancer Council (right). 


